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The DEDICATION 


of the following Eſſay is 


in general, 
Toal the Sons, and Daughters of Aſflictian. 
or dear, and very valuable Frien! 
Nin particular; whoſe bodily Conſti- 
has been long under the 5. ure of 
Diforger. | 1 


To the ſanctiſying Power F God, I 


fectionately recommend you, in the Peru- 

ſal thereof; by which alone his Word or 
bis Rod, or any friendly Attempt, can 
contribute to our Welfare. 


To whom be aſcribed Glory, as in the 
Churches (through CumisTJesvs) Amen. 
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OFFSPRING. 


World be attended unto with any 

of Care; we ſhall readily 
; obſerve, in its harmonious Structure, 
che evident Traces of Skill, Power, 
and Goodneſs, no leſs than Infinite J 


pul vs 
ere. 
»< > 


To which Source it muſt neceſſarily owe its Ori- 


ginal. | 
But carrying the Survey a little farther, me- 


thinks I diſcern ſomething like Diſorder, in that 
Part of it which lies neareſt my View and Scru- 
tiny. | 
There is in its Face, a cloudy and — 
Aſpect! The Earth a Scene of Alterations and 
Changes! and each of theſe, ſome Way or other, 


— or contributing to the Pain and Un- 


eſs of ſome or other of its Parts and Mem- 
bo. So that this Part of the Survey will not ſuf- 
fer a like concluſive Inference with the former, viz. 
That theſe Things owe their Origination to the 
n of Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs. 
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leaving no Order, Re Sade, or Beauty in the 
whole Machine or el 3 


poſe the former, viz. That that ByinG w 


of Beings, to his 
ſtituted a Woti of Sirens 


— 


(6) 


And yet 1 cannot ſuppoſe that this Diſorder 


could take its Riſe from any accidental, or fortui- 
tous Attempt made its Conſtirution ; be- 
cauſe. thoſe very Diſc ſeem under Reſtraint, 
and to pay a Regard w ſome governing Law, as 
appears by their natural Tendencies, being hen 
converted to much more agreeable Ends and Uſes, 
than might rationally have been ex 
Neither can I think that any Law of Fatality 


could introduce them becauſe the ſame unguided 


reſiſtleſs Force might as well have carried its ma- 
lign Influence — 7 er this) to a greater Extent, 
ſo as to have entirely ſpoiled the — F rame 3 


e by a reverſe Effort, have 
reſtored the Whole to its priſtine Excellence and 
Glory ; having firſt burt ed away all its Diſorders! 
To fuppoſe this, would be a harſh Impoſition up- 
on my rational Powers and Faculties; and to ſu 4 


gave Original to all that is regular, ſymmetral. 
and harmonious, was the Patron of theſe Diſor- 
ders, would be a direct Contradiction, and the 
higheft Abhſurdity; becauſe that two different and 
contrary Effects cannot proceed from the ſame 
Cauſe.— This premiſed, it will perhaps be no 
uſeleſs Inquiry, ſhould I attempt to ſettle a juſt 
Idea of the true Cauſe, and undoubted Parent of 
theſe Evils. 

To do this with the greater Certainty, let us 
turn our Eye to Revelation, from whence I diſ- 
cern this Truth ariſing, attended with the ſtrongeſt 


Evidence; viz. That rhe Great Parent-Mind, who 


gave Exiſtence and Figure to the whole Univerſe 


Forms of Beings, all deſigned, according to their 
diterent Natures and Capacities, to be the Ob- 


jets 


Pleaſure, con- 
rders, Ranks, and 


= 
— 


_ This Ex 


Reaſoning, and Judging of Things, thereby un- 
derftanding del. RS Natures, and ſeveral 


Relations; and as under the Direction of the eternal 
Law, a forming of their own Conduct conſonant 

| | -thereunto. Theſe Kinds of Beings thus A I 
nLogp 


of Nature muſt be the moſt Regular and Happy 


muſt ſoon underſtand that the 


Mind 3 (and the more fo, becauſe Inde 
and Neceſſary; ) and conſequently, that fo far as 
they could, and did underſtand that Will and Law 
(which was, and always is, the grand Directory 
and Motive to this Happy BRING) and ſo far as 
they could, and did conform to it; ſo far muſt 
they themſelves ſhare a Pleaſure truly noble and 
divine ! becauſe as that *. Happy and Ho! 

Mind could not form a Creature, with Diſpoſi- 
tions and Inclinations contrary to his own; ſo the 
Cultivation and Improvement of ſuch as reſemble 
his, muſt be attended with like happy Effects; in 


proportion to the Difference there is between the 


cities of the Creature, and its Gop 
This Power or Faculty of the Creature by which 
it was rendered capable of underſtanding the Will 
of its MAKER, and of voluntarily conforming, 
or nonconforming to it; ſtamps upon all its Ac- 
tions the Nature and Name of Virtue, or Vice ; 


and muſt produce, as a- neceflary Conſequence, | 


Pleafure or Pain; Happineſs or Miſery. © This 


Angels found true in Fact, when they by their 


Power of T ought conſiſted in 


af 2 ö *** 


i al "x" 
en. * 
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Diſobedience left their high Station, and tumble 


headlong to Hell ! 


Now nothing can be more rational and joft than | 
Creatute - 


to imagine and expect, that 'when' the 


rea | 
has perverted and corrupted: mn on | 
Thing 2 B 


violating its univerſal Law) that every T 

him muſt make a very different addreſs to bis ſev 
ral Powers, and Faculties under the Force of fi 
Propenſions and Inclinations, Which differ ſo much 
from, as to be the reverſe of the ſettled Law of 
Nature and Things ! and no Wonder, that when; 
the Father of Spirits ſaw himſelf thus affronted, 
end his Image abuſed, he ſhould expel from his 
bliſsful Preſence ; yea, ſuffer his Juſtice and Ho- 
lineſs to animadvert with Severity; without ſo 
much as admitting a kind Thought towards them 


Oh, miſerable Objects of ſuch Wrath ! for it muſt 


be ſuppoſed that the grand Receptacle and Abode 
of ſuch delinquent Spirits, muſt he a Manſion of 
intenfe Miſery | nay, where-ever ſuch a Spirit re- 
ſides, \ though it ſhould be among the Bleſſed, 
there would be found an utter Unfuitableneſs in 
the Nature of Things, to ſuch a difordered Mind, 


and ſuch as is attended with painful Productions. 


And thus I think 'tis indifputably plain, that the 
Foundation and Rife of all penal Evil, which the 
Creature is any Way expoſed to, is laid in its own 
moral Depravity and Unlikeneſs to Gov; which 


Depravity appeared firſt in the Angels (according 


to S 


But as thoſe _penal Evils which infeſt this lower 


Syſtem, and affect the human Race, ſeem not to 
be the immediate Effect of that firſt angelic Rebel- 
lion; I would proceed to a more direct Inquiry. 


And ſtill keeping my Eye on this Revelation, 


I find it repreſents Man in his firſt Appearance 


- begirt with native Beauty, and excellent Endow- 


ments 


* 1 
. 4 
N „ Sp 
©; © 


| 


N 90, deen his 


— 


03 


5 


i” by ments in kali bort, that, in the Scale of Beings; 


his Place is but little lower than the Angels; per- 

fe& according to his Nature, and ppright before 

re the State 

Tk ei al affi bed him) 1 removal of his Abode 

e rs us and refined Apartment; even 

9289 ann the Waſtes of Heaven, from whence 
Lucifer with his Legions were fallen. 


In his Make, there ſeems to be ſomething pecu- | 


lar; as to his Body, it was groſs in its o * 
formed of the Earth, which muſt indicate his Re- 
lation to it; which is farther confirmed by its ſe- 
"in 88 and Appetites being nicely adapted, 
citated to rticipate the exuberant Boun- 
ature and Providence in ſuch a Clime. 
W of Mind at the fame time being conſtituted of 
nobler and more refined Powers and F aculties, 
with a Complexion, Reliſh and Taſte vaſtly = 
ferent — indicate a ſuperior Deſi 


Make, to the Gratification of > Senſe, — 1 ny 


and muſt very mach facilitate the Notion of a gra- 


dual Improvement in order to a more exalted Sta 


tion in the Rational and Intellectual World. 

This Idea of Human Probation, is cleared and 
confirmed by a further Inquiry; and the very 
Paint of Trial exhibited by Man was to prove 
the Strength of his Virtue, and the Steadineſs of 
his Fealty, which lay in a dutiful and ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of a divine Caution, or Prohibition; a 
Conformity to which, was nothing more than a 
reaſonable Obſervance of the Law of Nature, or 
the Order, and Regularity of this World as will 
appear by conſidering, 

1. That what was required or enjoyned in the 


Prohibition, made it requiſite in order to a Com- 


pliance with it, that the Mind ſhould always hold 
the Reins of Government over the brutal or bodily 


Appectes and Senſation ! Winch Reſtriction was 
B neither 


Cog 
neither large, nor ſevere z every Fruit might be 
faſted, but the one prohibited! 

2. A ſtrong Diſſuaſive or Caution is thrown in 
in order to over-balance and determine his Choice, 
in Caſe of Temptation: Which Caution is plainly 
pointed at, in the peculiar Name of the rohibirel 
Tree, b which its Nature is 3 and re- 
preſented, viz, as being the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. | 1 

Had it been Good only, that was further to be 
known by the Experiment; and that to Advan- 
tage ! it would every way have inhanced the Diff. 
culty of a due Obſervance of the Edict; and would 
very much (at leaſt to the View of a finite Crea- 
ture) have juſtified the Tempter's Charge 1 
the Moſt High, Gen. ili. 5, But to know Evil 
alſo (I would! ſuppoſe) muſt be ſhocking ! and 
even to Adam (in a cool Thought) carry Terror 


in it. . 

3. There is that Evil as to its Effects expreſs! 
cified, In the Day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt 
urely die. So that it appears to be a very kind 
Prohibition (ſo far from being only arbitrary, po- 
litive and ſevere : ) For *tis preſumptively evident 
(at leaſt) that there was an innate Quality in that 
Fruit, which rendered it unſalutary, and poyſon- 
ous to the Conſtitution of an human Body z for 
this Fruit was no ſooner taſted, but the Man be- 
came mortal, and in the Day he eat thereof (in 
this Senſe) he died. And this Hypotheſis is much 
ſtrengthened by the Sequel of thoſe Tranſactions 
between Adam, his Wife, and the Serpent (or De; 
vil.) For *tis obſervable, that leſt. Adam ſhould 
uſe that Freedom, which his Bountiful Lox D had 
before allowed him, viz. of taſting every Tree 
elſe (but this of Knowledge) even the Tree of Life 
(which perhaps was ſo called, as bearing a ſort of 
Fruit antidotal to all Poiſons, and might have 
expelled this:) To prevent his former Acceſs this 


(1) 
facred Tree is guarded by a Squadron of flami 
Cherubs ! which Appearance of theirs to Adam 
now altered: He before (in all Probability) hay- 
ing had free Converſe with thoſe very Beings, to 
whom their Addreſs was benign, friendly, and 
kind! Theſe before came on 1 ** Embaſſies of 
Love and Peace, congtatulating his Happineſs 
and Joy ! and no doubt with Pleaſure conferred 
with this moſt happy Pair, on the moſt ſublime 
and lofry Subjects but their Mien and De- 
port, which &er now was peaceful and lovely, 4s 
now ſo much altered, that their very Garb is 
Flame, and pointed Wrath on every Side attacks 
the Sinner's Approach! And thus is Man diſin- 
herited and driven from this delightful Eminence, 
under all the Diſadvantages of a naked, and e 
fed Conftitution ! Methinks, Adam's finding him- 
ſelf naked, immediately upon the Operation of this 
Fruit, ſeems to intimate, that before this dire Ex- 
periment, the Cuticula (or Covering) of his Body 
was of ſome peculiar Texture, fitted to endure 
every external Elementary Preſſure, without In- 
Jury, or Annoyance. 

4. This Cataſtrophe muft be attended with pow- 
erful Efforts upon the Mind; it acting through 
the Organs of the Body, muſt be ſuppoſed in 
dreadful Diſorder! How unhappy the Change in 
this Cuft before) happy, regular and holy Being! 
How difagreeable its Inclinations and Affections! 
Some Moments ſince Gop was its Delight, and ſu- 
—_— Joy! and now even a tranſient Thought of 

im gives Pain to this conſciouſly guilty Soul! 
and in a bewildred manner it vainly ſeeks a Co- 
vert for a Retreat! But at the Voice of Deity - 
how does he tremble, and with what Reluctancy 
does the Sinner anſwer the Call of his Gop ? tel- 
ling him, his Voice made him hide, and that be- 
cauſe he was naked, | N 


B 2 N. B. 
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(a2). | 
NMB. An Holy Gop an unwelcome Gueſt to 


an unholy and falſe Creature! Aud thus as by one 
Man Sin entred into the World, and Death by Sin; 


Jo Death bas paſſed upon all Men, for that all baue 


finned. ; 

I will now endeavour a Diſcuſſion of the Nature 
and Progreſs of penal Evils: And reckon them to 
be in general of two Kinds; either 

1. Such as ſeem to be goyerned by the eftabliſh- 


_ edaud ſettled Law of Nature and Things; deſcrib- 


ed by the Wiſe Man, Eccleſ. ix. 1, 2. as common 
to all; and by their ſeveral Modes, and Forms, 
diſcover neither Love nor Hatred: Or, 

2. Such as are the immediate and evident Re- 
marks of a Supream BEIN o in Caſes very notori- 
ous; and where the Subject is incurable, are the 
Expreſſions of his angry Scourge, and Laſhes of 
his Iron Rod. 

In both Caſes they are under the Limitation of 
Sovereign Pleaſure: But in the former, by Means 


of a new Conſtitution of Things (in the Hands of 


a Great Recoverer) are often managed ſo as to ter- 
minate in the Creature's Advantage and Benefit; 
the Glory of the Divine Attributes at the ſame 


time, not only ſecured, but illuſtrated, by Gop's 
bringing Good out of thoſe Evils; making penal 


Evils, (which are the Effects of moral Evil, or 
Sin) to enervate, and mortify their very Cauſe. 

What I have a more particular View unto in 
this Eſſay, is, a Detection of thoſe Sorts of pe- 
nal Evils which are ranged under the Head, and 
known by the Name of bodily Diſtempers, or 
thoſe painful Diſorders which an human Body is at 
any time afflicted with. And theſe are originated 
from a Variety of ſecondary Cauſes, Ry 
The Conſtitution of an human Body a little re- 

rded will furniſh us with Plenty of Ideas on this 
ubject. | 
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| It ſeems to be analogous- to the Elements 0 
Earth, Water, Air, Fire, and is a Compoy 
of each. | 


, eu rm 
(1.) As to the Air, this Element in its various 


Alterations and Changes produceth different Ef- 
fects upon ſuch a Body, which ſtrongly proves its 
Dependence upon this Air. As for Inſtance, its 
different Degrees of Denſity, and Rarefaction, 
Cold or Heat, produce a greater Chill, Torpid- 
neſs and Inactivity: Or, on — other hand, a great- 
er Vigor and Activity. Suppoſing 
ſtituted Body, and the leſs ſenſible of theſe Altera- 


tions, yet as it imbibes and receives into its Lung 


this airy Fluid; ſo it mingles and incorporates 
with its Blood, and Humours, at every Syſtole or 
Pulſation of the Heart; and that each ſudden Al- 
teration of its Preſſure is not fatal, muſt remain 
Subject of Wonder! ä | 
Again, the Earth, as it depends upon Air, 
Fire and Water, for its Fertility, &c. and without 
vhich its infinitely various, and numberleſs Inhabi- 
tants could not ſubſiſt; ſince thus, it muſt needs 
ſtrongly influence the human Body, which cannot 
be ſupported without its vegetative, and animal 
Productions. And theſe Productions muſt vary in 
their Nature and Kind, according to different Sea- 
ſons and Soils: For with reſpect to the Earth's 
diurnal Ecliptic, and annual Motions, how diffe- 
rent muſt the ſolar and planetary Influences be, 
upon all its Productions, as well as upon the hu- 
man Body, by reaſon of their or its greater Di- 
ſtance from, or Proximity unto the grand Source 
of Heat and Life ? | 
So again, may I reckon the different Efforts 
made upon the human Body, from the wa 
Element, the Qualities of which muſt differ 4 — 
ing to thoſe of the Air, in which the burthened 
Clouds hang before their Diſtillation, whether in 
Showers, Dews, or by Filtration on the lofty Hills, 
575 giving 


it the con- 


— 


are many evil Occurrences we are pm 
Moment. So that the Obſervation juſt, Sur 


| ery 72 che Legacy of a corrupt and depriy- 


0 0 


to 


Brooks and Ri- 
op we 22 cheir Strata”s and 
Beds through which they are convey'd ! This & + 
thet uſeful Menſtruum, by which great Part of our 
Food is prepared, into which it muſt neceſſati! 


inſiauate irſelf, and incorporate its eſſential P 
cles and by this theſe Bodies are affiſted in the 


moſt important Parts of animal Secretion. 


4. Theſe Diſorders may ariſe from an undue Re- 
Bimen, or a criminal Ne 
20 Exceſs in either Foe 
ency in either of theſe; or either of them unſea- 


of Self- ment, 
or Exerciſe, a Defiei- 


ſonably applied, may occaſion à painful Altera- 
tiot, There are beſides, ma ele t (tho 
to the Fleſh, or ſenſually, nt) Gratifications, 
which may be — very fl Effects. 

9. They may ariſe from Men, or Things: From 
the former, either through Frailty, or Vice ; 
or merely accidental and unde ſig And there 


—— walketh in a vain bew... 
of theſe Diſorders may ariſe Heredi 


ed parental Conſtitution, 


5. They may ſometimes ariſe from the Inſtru - 
_ mentality of the moſt difordered Spirit,” the great 
Enemy of Mankind, as in the Caſe of Job, &c. 
* How far his Influence reaches in many Caſes we 


know not. 
- 6. They may be 


fuch as cannot. eaſily be account- 


ed for from theſe -or any other ſecondary Cauſe, . - 


and muſt be reſolved wholly into the ſoverei 
Pleaſure of Gop. All are (I have obſerved) 
uine Effects of Sin; ſome may be the imme- 
te Effects of ſome Sins, and judicial Remarks 
upon them; but in all, and each of thefe, I am 
ſure Gop has reſerved to himfelf the ſole —_ 


_ re of luniing ä 


— as Ha Ar a ang 


Havi ſound out the Cauſe of penal E 
and GEE 2f the Aventes of it, 728 
human Body; Ude de Br 0 os 


cious 
e this kindeſt Bz 1n'6 HAT HOP 


by any of his Creatures Miſeriem; ſo neither docs 
Na any time moke-them the Objalts of his Galhe 

lacency and Delight; but rather Chuſeth ta i- 
abe his Wildom, iat e by” 


them a Means of ing about ſuch 
as are worth n un e ce Ben 


Lins 


on 
and Advantage of. all 3 on tha 
Creature, though in great Condeſcenſion, he ib 


leaſed to eſteem the Creature's Regularicy and 
olineſs, Wen Bſal. I. 23. The Crea:- 
ture is benefited by theſe Kind of ils, viz, Bo- 
Wy Diſtempers, Sc. * 
1. When they tend to the Relief of the Mind. 
| 2. When 8 make us diſcern the Deſert, of 
Wy Wh El Mean 
nt us to ; 
of Relief WY them. W 
4 When they make us * Gop more, un- 
der whoſe Government they are. * 
1 When they make us love this World le. 
expedite and haſten our . 
rations, 1 raiſe our Wiſhes more after a better 
World, and State of Exiſtence. 
Bodily Diſtempers muſt be eſteemed Evils af 
they are in themſelves diſſonant to the primitive, 


original, pure Laws of Nature; as being, atrend- 

od wich ain and Anxiety N ey poſtle oby> 
ſerves, That 10 Afi Fin [or th (ar co | 
as we feel, their 2225 Effects) Sar 


on the contrary grievoes, even che who CER. 
Means are proved to be the Children a de B. 
vine Loye and Care; nn, | 


" "nw 7 


(ary Tl 


ws 


5 6 i/ed thereby. 
12 Win the Mind . BY bettered and i; 
by them; when it's led to enquire into, 

te the Cauſe, from the Diſagreeableneſs of its 
c And „ a wide Field here © 


ti Wor If I cake a Survey oy of that Part 
World of Beings, 


every ion I ſtand 
5 me, is N with e inty 5 wit 
tion ſeems ſtronger, and more intimate thin 


and Mind? and yet by theſe Afflictions 1 


Body 
have the folemn Hint given me! The Wile 
Ian has exhauſted the whole Subject, and fil'd his 
iments upon everlaſting Record. And tis 
vable, under the. various Attempts. he has 
made he never is able once to alter their Charac- 
ter and Definition; he does not ſay, this has ſome- 


thing of Satisfaction in it; that less; and this 


more. No; but he ſums up eve 2 with 


the ſtrongeſt Epithet, Van of Tan ot Van 


fizs of Vamities ! Aud leſt any Ambiguity or Doubt 
ſhould be couched in too general Terms, he adds, 
All is Vanity; and there is no Profit under the Sox, 
And what, was this the Saits © Things in their 
priſtine and primitive Form? Such an Unſuitable- 
neſs and Unfitneſs in the Relation of Things 


could not be the Product of infinite Wiſdom, Pow, 


er and Goodneſs, the grand Source of all Regulari 
and Order! tor that Cauſe which is a ed wi 


fuch unkind, unbenign, Effects muſt be hateful. 


Is there a Beauty in Order? and muſt there not 


de a Turpitude and Deformity in Diſorder? Is 
there a Pleaſure, a Joy, a Satisfaction in the Fitneſs 
of Things, when each Relation contributes to 4 


fuller Furniture of mutual Satisfaction to its Sub- 
jet? And muſt there not be an Uneaſineſs in Pain, 
and an Infelicity attend an Unfitneſs in Things ? 
an intolerable Harſhneſs, and the moſt — 


. of Right 6 A 1 


with which I am comer 


1 2 


Me not only own. 
2 neconlyo 


7 
and that are within the R 
N make the Will _ Sovere 'Lonp, 
Scar by mie Conduct toward himſelf, and the 
which I cenſure and judge all tyy,own 
hen bodily have this Ten- 
h the Crace Gop) they chen 
riendly, or un welcome. 
1 . They are uſeful when they help us to diſcern 
the Deſert of Sin, the true Cauſe of them. Our 
moſt juſt Apprehenſions of the Deſert of Sin, is per- 
moſt eminently and clearly aſcertained to our- 
ſelves and others, by a meek, humble, patient, 
Temper, and Deportment under af- 
2 Difpenſarion towards us, and humbly. con- 
feſs our Guilt: Did we think ourſelves innocent 
find it difficult to arrive at, and exer- 
ere and Carriage; but by this 
we lay our Hands upon our Mouths, (in 
Laans cd are dumb before Gop. 
wearenot wronged, but we adore 
puniſheth us, becauſe ir does ſo on- 
in meaſure ; — our Merit, but his 
* By thi we acknowledge Si fr 


" *. 
— _— — — o ju = 
. . - A —_ 1 
- = » » «I 
: . e 
—— — — —— r 2 
A . 
1 » F< — . * 8 
, 45 * % 4 0 * 
. 8 
m * F L 
# 3 «4 * 
« - 4 — 
Fx -- . K 
* * p q 


| Pace ro our Bai, | be artended with: 


neceffarily would, if 


When they ne > oe —— 


| cumſtance of our 'Caſcexplained, and ſuch Pro- 


And thus in ſome good 
advan that. attend the Neceſſity of a Depri- 
vation 
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to our Bodies, rather than comply with 


to botly Body and Soul We are hereby enabled = 
to diſcern that Sin) which is no other than a Con- 

of GoD's Authority) is an Evil thiat deſerv- 
eth to be attended with ever Diforder and 
Miſery; both off | and Mind : And that ir 


Mercy inezpole not 
in our Favour. 
3. Bodily Diſorders ate ieh 


proper methods for Relief, under pet Diſad- 
vantage of a fallen State. 

1 ſhall reduce theſe Means to Three Heads, 

(.) Gop's Word. 

( 2.) His CRI. | 651 

3) His Sp IRI. 5 3 

engage us. to a more requent 

3 ſerious Recourſe to che written Revelation of 

the Divine Will. In this we ſhall find each Cir- 


ſcriptions plain! ly 
and infalifly u ful. When the — 
became depraved (through the _ Gop'ſaw it 
neceſſary e his generous De- 

fign of reſtoring a lapſed World to his Favour, to 
make an Revelation of his Will; which Re- 
velation muſt be to the Capacities of an 
human Soul, ſo as by a due and intent Ap- 
plication to it, it might prove the moſt proper 
Antidote to that Moral Depravity with which it 
was infected, and that — irtue thereof, a kind 
of al Life and Vigor might be conveyed : 

re anſwer for the Diſ- 


the Tree of Life. The Revelation of that 
divine Will,” muft be given 


at ſundry Times, and 


acconding to the a 


4 


moſt -noble, 2nd kind Rads of ies Author! Je 
Syſtem of the moſt ſublime, and yet p 

tional Principles, inforced by the moſt — | 
tives, Arguments and Examples, and by an hiſto- 
rical Narration i 


tue or Holineſs is recommended in the ſtrongeſt 
Light; and its contrary as much diſcountenanced. 
In this we haye the great Volame of Nature un- 
folded ! and the brighteſt Mirror of the Gop of 
Nature! his Perfections explained and illuſtrated 1 
together with the Methods of his Government in his 
orld! the Doctrines of Providence 
in . Portraiture, deſcribing a kind and 
which Revelation we alſo have the original Deſign, 


Undertaking, Progreſs, and Arcompliſhment of 


Divine and Free-Gracez in order to relieve, and 
reſtore a Race of helpleſs, guilty, and miſerable 


. And what Method could-Divine Wiſdom have 


rojected more to our Adyantage ? in which we 
— in ſome Inſtance or other ſee the Nature of 
our on Caſe ſtated, its Circumſtances deſcribed, 
and the Methods which have been took for Relief 
with Succeſs ! In which there is added alſo for our 
Caution, many Inſtances of ſuch Methods taken 
by our Fellow-Creatures, that have been incon- 
ſiſtent, unſafe; and fatal; by which we are the 

more amply furniſhed with the moſt neceſſary and 
uſeful —— Without ſuch a Recourſe our 


Afflictions would be inſupportable ; but when by 
4.6 WEL. . Means 


interſperſed, che Practice of Vir- 


of che whole Univerſe ! In 


— — 


* a tau ow to- „ nbnber 1hd 


| Name ot Power of the E0np) 4 ws ths — 5 


under theſe Glooms) and keep his 
47577 on 2 Sin the Houſe of our 2 

Comfort in Afflictions, Us 
wer 15 — eee #5*, So important 1. — 
is this, that David ſays F, he had periſhed in bis 
unleſs Go p Law bad been bis Delight 


And it becomes thus uſeful by encrvating ahd 


mortifying its Cauſe. 
* per Means of Relief is God's 


Fayre to \ och if Afitions lead us, they be- 
come the greateſt Bleſſings. He was a Man of Sor- 
rews, and acquainted with Griefs, There is à certain 
Eaſe obtained under Afflictions, when we meet 
with one that has ſuffered in like manner with our- 
ſelves ; to know the Means they uſed, and under- 
ſtand the Succeſs. This affords a Revival to us, inſo- 
much as that it proves our Caſe is not, or may not 
be; deſperate : But to be acquainted VERO whoſe 
Caſe has been far more afflictive, being attended 
with all poſſible Aggravations, and — ſecurely 
ang ſafely ſurmounted all, (thro” the divine Favour) 

rds farther Satisfaction; but to find ſuch a Per- 
ſon perfecty Holy, and fo voluntarily ſubmitting 
to alt this this, and that too in order to make his Claim 
more perfect and undeniable to the Office of a Phy- 


- fician, Saviour and Lord to all the Afflicted, who 


Ld apply to him | 3 this affords re 
Conſolation ! 
But as Afflictions have à natural Tenden 


x put us upon Inquiry, and if they have heen a * 


of prompting us to a greater Application to the 


Word of Gop : The whole Deſign of the Revela- 
tion muſt be miſtook, and neglected, if it direct 
us not to this Cnnrsr, the Anointed Saviour. 
And methinks a ſmall Acquaintance with his Cha- 


"racer, 


ver. 5 t Ver. 52. 


. pal, cxix. 55. „54. 
Matth. iv. compared Heb ii. 18. 
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his Inſufficiency: For from the Revelation, it ap- 
pears he was God's immediate Apetit by whom b 
made the Worlds ; by this bis Word (or 112 
was every thing made, that was made : Andꝭ if 
He who firſt conſtituted thoſe Bodies, ruſt certain- 
be the beſtacquainted with their Contexture and 
tame; and is the propereſt Perſon to apply to, in 


ordet to rectify their Diſorders. His Power is un- 


queſtionably proved in his Character, and his Wil- 
lingneſs by his Office and Practice, when He un- 
dertook the Affair of Man's Redemption and ap- 
But farther, If we look into the Nature and Ten- 
dency of bodily Diſorders more minutely, we ſhall 
find that they evidently point to a Diſſolution of 
their Frame, and a Reſolution into their original 


| Duſt: Now this I rsvs is exhibited to us in the Cha- 


on pe — who by the 
Exertion of hi t Power in raiſing dead Bodies, 
will — — Atteſtation to his high Commiſ- 
ſion, and divine Authority, in Preſence of Angels 
and Men! How well then does it become us under 
theſe Afflictions, which may terminate in Death, 
that we ſecure an Intereſt in this Lord of Life and 
Death ; that ſo theſe Bodies, when they drop, may 
not die for ever, but may ſleep in Jasvs. Is the 


Power of Jzsv's thus extenſive? none can ſo cer 


tainly correct all our preſent Diſorders, and bring 
them under due Reſtraint. It is He, the Glorious 
Hel can make them anſwer” the moſt ble 
Ends and Purpoſes What cannot we expect from 
him who has undertook to mortify and ſubdue the 
Force of moral Evil, and to render beneficial all 


its penal Effects? What may we not expect from 


him, who has loved us to the Death, and beyond it? 


Surely his Experience reacheth beyond the Bounds 


of all poſſible Neceſſity .! Let 
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fracter, ould remove all Scruple and Jestouſy 


„ 
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11 us 8 Him our Friend, and every 
aMictivo Page of Life we turn over, will be ſo far 
from ſeparating, that they will the more cement 
he Love of Gov, & through this Id ei d |; 


Þ They become the moſt proper Mea of Re- 
, when they us with ſincere and ear- 
neſt Morea r the gracious Influences of 
the Bleſſed Se12 17, The other Means will want 
of their Efficacy, without the Applications, and 
- attendant Inforcements of this divine and holy 
Power; without his common, but gracious In- 
fluences, the Means of our brutal and ſenſitive 
Life are inſufficient *; and by a ſuſpenton of 
theſe his kind Influences we periſh | $ 
When theſs Machines are moſt in order, then i 
abſolute Need of his Viſitation to preſerve our 
Spirits from being fluttered (or troubled) much 
more. when under afflictive Preſſures ! Theſe are 
in his Hands (as a Sanctifier,) a proper Means of 
confecrating theſe Vehicles, and making them the 
Temples of Deity +. For thoſe very Diſpoſitiony 
of CE I to ſupport us under 
theſe Evils, are called the Fruits of the Spirit, and 
the Graces of the Spirit ; by which he is ſaid to 
have wrought in us all the good Pleaſure of Divine 
Goodneſs, and the Wark f Faith with Peter, 
which ſhall terminate in our Advantage; ſince he 
vill produce theſe, as Evidences of our Sonſhip z 
proving thereby we are not illegitimate, but the 
genuine Children of the Lozp Almighty, Heb. 
xii. 6, 7, 8. compared with 2 Cor. vi. 16, 
17, 18. 

4. The t Bleſſings, when they pro- 
mote 2 3 D, 3 Government 
they are. We drr ng him our moſt ſin- 


cere 


4 


* Pal. civ. er 12. + 1 Cor, u 
17% 13+ a 


comp. with Chap, 


60239 


cert Friend, who ks unwilling to drop his Thought- 


our beſt Intereſts, or Cure to 


mn Counſel, Power, and Faithfulnefs are Attri- 
(Ft — beeutially informs 1-ſo that the 'G- 
ered Volume —ů 
Bz 16: qffidts not willingly, (or becauſe his Will 
made the Neceffi 232 the Children of 
[Ment But that ———— 
tures ; to reſtore the exact Lincs of his 
. Hand, nd aer ve. ul, 
a yea, 
Influences, hen other Me- 
—.— ineffectual to reform and humble us. 
He might return ſach an Anſwer to'the Requeſts 
our Miſeries offer, as he did to the rich Man in 
Hell ( in Behalf of his Brethren, that ex- 
4; traordinary 

cim chem, ) Ten hive Moſes and the Prophets ; 
| (yea, the Doctrines of Cnnrer and his Apoltless) 
le wi : If you will be 


0 
| 
b 
| 
| 
| 


ethods might be vouchſafed- to re- 


our Fondneſſes towards its deareſt Enjo 


4 1 Mo N 2 


70 * 
| e hay + 
ment, (or I will afflict thee) till OS 
* „aud ſert my Favour; In thy 

e e Ho. xi. 8. — — I 


in, ſhall not theſe Diſorders in our-'bodily 
| fs. — which forebode our Mortality, en- 


gage 3 ROW Portion, and un- 
T heir guage 1s, E'er: 
3— unfit Vehicles —— 


of our 8 its! And would we have our Souls na- 
ked, , and un for, in ſuch an 
? Should — ngige us 
with i Earneſtneſs to get intereſted-in that 
'Favour, ſhall a as the Shechinab te 


our — in the Poſſeſſion of which, 
appear cloathed to Advantage ? 2 Cor. v. if nota 
how melancholy an Idea does it convey, to find 
-ourſelves under Obligation (by Virtue of 4 
- Writ of Eje&ment) to take s Raney from all 


* ts, unthought of, unpt æpared 

— the moſt manifeſt Flazard of the 

' moſt al Event? This wo 

-dreadful! But to be fo — —1 
to be intereſted in the Favour the mot Hope 

Mind, will adminifter real Life, und 

Sor, and Health Thus theſe Diſorders = 

and increaſe our Aﬀections towaf 
Hopes, yea, a well- Ir 

t we ſhall not more really be 


., Body, than we ſhall be preſent happily pre 
ee) _ the Lox v. if they — 
Benefits, procure a _ 

-Aions towards this World, _ 


yments, 
expect this to be a genuine Fruit of this kind 


2 in that they render us — nag 
enjoying even the Wee „ 


Bleſſed Gop, as they furniſh us (thus i 
with 


1 
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REES — — . 
tage to us, as t our 2 
ſublime, godlike, and ſpiritual Life and ere 
preſent; and at Death how muſt an 


capable > but up, and Ape for 
A — 1 0oots on Leaſe and Matter. Ther 
ate uſeful, 

6. If they eie e and raiſe 
our Wishes more after a better World, and State 
of Exiſtence. Whilſt we enjoy * Hum and un- 
ſhaken bodily Conſtitution, we are too apt to for- 

elves, and to put an undue Eſtimate on the 

ures, the Gaities, and the Amuſements of 
> World; and frequently find we are forcibly 
with-its Careſſes, or its Charms The vul- 

gar Idea we take in greedily; 1 

loſe our Souls; we enervate all their - 

Powers and Affections, by i „and at laſt 


| =__ . nay, and ſuppoſe we be- 
y as to ſee our Miſtake in time, we 
find-ir — an inſuperable Difficulty to remove, 


and overcome every Prepoſſeſſion and P eu. 
Dut as this kind of Affſiction blunts the 
every Temptation from this Quarter ; an 
do make juſt Remarks, — pa an int _—_— 
t, whilſt we thus view 
in Contraſt! We by their Means are 5 von- 


vinced, that 2 1 and 1 


2 


8 . 4 


W's 


2 examine into there Mate, aa. 


Thing, with their ſeveral Relations? and tm. 
2 byare es hey appear or according 
e O en ppear, or ac to 
bee 8 f Senſe: 
We er —_——— 
for. _ "Warts a 
# State g, and nev 
iſtence, 8 — in our een uging Be 


to one uncertain and ing! We then are per- 
ſuaded to think 2 — 
thoſe Senſes, 'and A — to the 8 or 
wo Exceſs, or any ee y 5 which are liable 
themſelves to * of their very Faculties 
cities and Powers, even in the Gratification! 
And eſpecially when we add, the Hazard we ma» 
ifeſtly run - the ſame time of the unappeaſable 
pleaſure of our SoveR £1GN 3 whole everlaſt- 
tg: 2 unalterable Law, and Decree, forbids 
an Entrance into his Reſt, 1 
Impure We ſhall, by theſe Means, ſoan ſee a 
darkſome Gloom and an Shade GT all 
Preſent Beauties, and a total Eclipſe on all their 
Gio | fo that we ſhall long, and wiſh that theſe 
Evils may haſten their laſt Attack ; being 
or aflurcd that the Being, Vigour, and Life ofa 
Soul, is not heceſlarily connected with its Stay: in 
the Body: For was it ſo, it muſt 
faint in. proportion to the — Pains, and 
Preſſures of the Body; whereas on the co 
we have often experienced that its Vigour and Lyfe 
has received 4a renewal 2 2 time our 
Bodies have been under evide Kt 
How welcome then muſt a mature Rk 
to that World where the Cauſe of all Miſery,” * 
all, and each of its evil Conſequences will for w- 
| verceaſe? _ ro which: dppy -lime theſe hy 
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pt 


ed to the 
| bandman ſoweth. 
' bear Grain, as of N bea, &c. But Gov giveth it 


to threaten 


5 
2 


8. 


; 


very laſt (ar t 0 
no highly agreeahle.? inſamuch, her Shes 
t. is 25 | "'W 
we deſcribe the Exit, it affards; thoſe Shades af 


hy, which trike the Eye, and raiſe. che Mind 
taſy ! What! Death che Portal of Life! 
y a Paige from Earth to Heaven! The Bo- 
„tis true, will be reſolved, into; Duſt ;, and its 


=S 


The Body 
that mu 

ment, by which its unneceſſary and corruptible 
Particles will be purged off; and at the Voice of 


its Lox, will ariſe a Body conſtituted of ſuch 


Partictes which are not ſubjet to Corruption. 
For the Apoltle's Obſervation is admirably adapt- , 
frog 769; when he fays, The Huſ- 
. uot that Body which ſball be; but © 


a it bath pleaſed him; and to every Seed itt 


own Body : To every kind of Seed, a diſtinct kind 


un 


* 
i” of * *. 5 
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=. Body: So e ee 2065 

Jow to the Fleſb, ſhall of the Floſb re my 
"Pt % the 
"hs Life everlaſting 
igrechbleun an Idea does this 


they who o to the Spirit," fe 
convey, © 
under the Ago onies of Death? “I muſt tis true 


* Rece ptacle) of human Bodies. - A Change it 


0 «muſt pfaffer, and Sin has made it neceſſary chi 
«© the Separation of Soul and Body ſhould: be at- 


* tended with ſome Reluctancy "yg Nature 3+ but 
et me think freely, and through divine Mercy; 


hall overcome this Reluctancy: Death is no- 


thing! his Poiſon was ſheathed in the Body of 


«© the Lamb, who died, but now lives and reigns! 


4 who is worthy to open the Seals of the Book ; 
« and has proved it is no abſurd Article of 


« Faith and Truſt, viz. That I ſhould 


«the Reſurrection of this Body in Vigour, and 


« with Capacities fitted to endure a happy Uni- 
% on with my Soul a Succeſſion of = no 
« leſs than eternal! ” 

Thus may we triumph in Death, knowing we 
hall obtain Victory through wy Lamb. no 


" New to Him «who fits upon the Throns, and to 


the Lamb of G's. be aſcribed" Bleſſing, 


and 1 aud Glory for ever" and ever. 
Amen. 


drop this Body into the grand Repoſitum, of 


